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SCRUTINY COMMISSION 
4TH MAY 2021 

 
PRESENT:  The Chair (Councillor Seaton) 

The Vice Chair (Councillor Hamilton) 
 Councillors Bolton, Brookes, Grimley, Hadji-

Nikolaou and Ranson 
  

Councillor Barkley (Deputy Leader of the Council 
and Cabinet Lead Member for Finance and 
Property Services) 
 

 Strategic Director; Commercial Development, 
Assets and Leisure 
Head of Strategic Support 
Democratic Services Officer (LS) 

 Democratic Services Officer (SW) 

 
 
The Chair stated that the meeting would be recorded and the sound recording 
subsequently made available via the Council’s website.  She also advised that, under 
the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, other people may film, 
record, tweet or blog from this meeting, and the use of any such images or sound 
recordings was not under the Council’s control. 
 

159. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Commission held on 6th April 2021 were approved. 
 

160. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND PERSONAL INTERESTS  
 
No disclosures were made. 
 

161. DECLARATIONS OF THE PARTY WHIP  
 
No declarations were made. 
 

162. QUESTIONS UNDER SCRUTINY COMMITTEE PROCEDURES 11.16  
 
No questions were submitted. 
 

163. AUDIT COMMITTEE UPDATE  
 
There was no update of the Audit Committee. 
 

164. PRE-DECISION SCRUTINY OF ANY SPECIFIC FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 
There were no items of this nature on the Cabinet agenda for the Commission to 
consider. 
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165. ITEMS  FOR PRE-DECISION SCRUTINY  
 
The following item was identified for pre-decision scrutiny from the Informal Cabinet 
agenda for 10th May 2021: 
 

166. EXEMPT - AUTHORITY TO ADVERTISE AND AWARD AN ASSET MANAGEMENT 
CONTRACT  
 
An exempt report of the Strategic Director for Commercial Development, Assets and 
Leisure was circulated to Members and was considered under item 12 on the agenda.  
 

167. SCRUTINY COMMISSION PRE-DECISION SCRUTINY - CABINET RESPONSE  
 
A report of the Cabinet was considered setting out its responses to the 
recommendations of the Commission on pre-decision scrutiny items (item 9 on the 
agenda filed with these minutes).  
 
RESOLVED that the Cabinet’s responses to the Commission’s recommendations be 
noted.  
 
Reason  
 
The Commission was satisfied that it added value where appropriate and welcomed 
the Cabinet’s consideration of the Commission’s views and recommendations as part 
of its decision making process. 
 

168. SCRUTINY COMMISSION WORK PROGRAMME  
 
A report of the Head of Strategic Support to enable the Commission to review its own 
work programme, including considering the list of forthcoming Executive Key 
Decisions in order to schedule items for pre-decision scrutiny (item 10 on the agenda 
filed with these minutes).  
 
It was highlighted that there was a scrutiny work programme workshop scheduled to 
take place on 24th May 2021 in order to review the work programme following 
changes to the scrutiny structure. 
 
The Commission did not add any items to its work programme. 
 
RESOLVED  
 

1. That forthcoming Executive Key Decisions or decisions to be taken in private by 
the Executive, set out in Appendix 2 to the report, and scheduled scrutiny of 
those matters, be noted.  

 
2. That the Commission’s current work programme be noted.  

 
3. That the work programme be updated. 

 
Reasons  
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1&3. To ensure effective and timely scrutiny, either to provide Cabinet with advice 

prior to it taking a decision or to ensure that the Council and external public 
service providers and partners were operating effectively for the benefit of the 
Borough. 

 
2. To ensure effective and timely scrutiny. 

 
169. EXEMPT INFORMATION  

 
RESOLVED that members of the public be excluded from the meeting during the 
consideration of this item on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of 
exempt information as defined in Paragraph 3 Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local 
Government Act 1972, and the public interest in maintaining the exemption 
outweighed the public interest of disclosing the information.  
 
At this point in the meeting the live streaming was switched off. 
 

170. AUTHORITY TO ADVERTISE AND AWARD AN ASSET MANAGEMENT 
CONTRACT  
 
An exempt report of the Strategic Director for Commercial Development, Assets and 
Leisure was considered for pre-decision scrutiny (exempt item 8a on the agenda filed 
with these minutes).  
 
The Lead Member for Finance and Property Services and the Strategic Director for 
Commercial Development, Assets and Leisure attended the meeting to assist with the 
consideration of this item. A summary of the Commission’s discussion on this matter is 
provided in the exempt minutes (Scrutiny Commission minutes 170E, 2020/21). 
 
 
NOTES: 
 
1. No reference may be made to these minutes at the Council meeting on 21st June 

2021 unless notice to that effect is given to the Democratic Services Manager by 
five members of the Council by noon on the fifth working day following publication 
of these minutes. 
 

2. These minutes are subject to confirmation as a correct record at the next meeting 
of the Scrutiny Commission. 

 


